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 40 years ago, on May 30, 1981, I was ordained a priest of Jesus Christ for the 

Diocese of La Crosse. I offer prayers of thanksgiving to God for the years he has given me to 

serve those entrusted to my pastoral care. As I mentioned in an earlier Journal, we have 

selected Sunday, September 12 for a parish celebration, not only of my anniversary, but 

all of you who are my pastoral family. Summer will be over, school will have resumed, and 

hopefully life will be back to normal.  

 Mary Holewinski sent me an obituary of her sister, Sister (Elizabeth Anne) Betty 

Shakal, FSPA, who passed away on May 3rd at the retirement home, Villa St. Joseph, of the 

Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. Sister Betty was born on September 12, (the 

same day we will have our celebration) 1934 in Boyd. She served the Church for 67 years 

(I have a long way to go!). Memorial Day weekend is a good time to remember her and 

the gift she was to the Church. Below is a portion of her obituary: 

 

 Sister Betty Shakal, Franciscan Sister of Perpetual Adoration, 87, died May 3, 2021 

at Villa St. Joseph, La Crosse, Wisconsin. She was in the sixty-seventh year of her religious 

profession. Sister Elizabeth Anne was born on September 12, 1934 in Boyd, Wisconsin to Leo 

and Frances (Schesel) Shakal. The eldest of 13 children, she remembers growing up on the 

farm with her younger brothers and sisters. Sister Betty learned all the skills she needed to 

be “mother’s helper”: cooking, sewing, baking. She once commented that she thought she 

learned how to rip the same afternoon she learned how to sew. Her mother called her 

Betty because she did not want her to be called Lizzie or Liz. Her early education was in a 

one-room school where the teacher’s husband brought wood to keep everyone warm in the 

winter. As the Shakal family grew, they eventually moved to a larger farmhouse, close to 

Holy Family School in Stanley where Sister Betty completed her elementary 

education. There she met the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration (FSPA) and the 

seed of her religious vocation was planted. She joined FSPA in 1950 and was given the 

name, Sister Joene, but later went back to her baptismal name. She made her first 

profession of vows on August 12, 1954.Sister Betty ministered in the field of education, 

receiving a Bachelor of Arts in Chemistry with a minor in Mathematics from Viterbo 

College (University) and a Master of Science in Chemistry from the University of Notre 

Dame. She began her teaching career with middle grades in Carroll and Hills, Iowa and 

at St. Mary’s Ridge, Wisconsin before moving into high school teaching. Sister Betty taught 

high school chemistry and mathematics for 26 years in Wisconsin (Prairie du Chien and 

Stevens Point), Oregon (Salem), Iowa (Bellevue, Carroll, and West Point) and Texas (El 

Paso). During that time, she earned a Master of Arts in Theology from St. Catherine 

University in St. Paul and did pastoral studies at Loyola University in Chicago. From 1995 

to 1998, Sister Betty was asked to serve as treasurer for the FSPA Central Region in 

Hiawatha, Iowa. In 2000, she moved to La Crosse where she was the assistant development 

director for FSPA until 2007. At that time, she retired and spent the next eight years 

volunteering, mainly as a math and science tutor. In 2015, Sister Betty made her home at 

Villa St. Joseph. Sister Betty is remembered for her love of God, life and teaching. Her 

delight was combining two of her passions: teaching and working with international 

students, as she spent many hours in retirement helping solve a math problem or 

chemistry equation. She often said that her work in development began when she was 

teaching at Fr. Yermo High School in El Paso. She enjoyed helping raise funds for their 

science lab update and the school gymnasium addition. Eventually she was able to 

 



recruit an alumna to continue her work when she left. One could always count on Sister 

Betty for a welcoming smile and hearty laugh. Sister Betty is survived by her Franciscan 

community; her brothers: Tom (Sharon) of Cornell, Wisconsin, Joe (Noreen) of Boyd, Bill 

(Ginny) of Greenwood, Indiana, Dick (Joanne) of Stanley, Tony (Diane) of El Dorado, 

California, Carl (Barb) of Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin, Steve (Pat) of Cary, North 

Carolina and sisters: Anne (Ray) Soper of Withee, Wisconsin, Rita (Gary) Grohn of Fall 

Creek, Wisconsin, Mary (John) Holewinski of Stanley and numerous nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her parents and sister Lucy Samuels and brother Lawrence 

Shakal. 

 On a final note, I discovered that the new owners of Whispering Pines Golf Course 

have joined our school SCRIP program, and have made the generous decision to donate 

15% of SCRIP card sales to St. Joseph School! Many of you are regulars at WPG as I am. Our 

parish/school golf scramble is scheduled there on Saturday, August 21 of this year. I want 

to encourage all of you who regularly frequent WPG to purchase WPG SCRIP cards through 

our parish/school. Then 15% will be distributed to our school. If you are not familiar with 

the program, call our parish or school office for details. Get your friends and neighbors to 

do the same. I will be at the course on Wednesdays when I am in league play taking 

SCRIP orders as well. I want those who get yearly or monthly memberships to realize that 

if you purchase WPG SCRIP first, and then pay for your membership with the cards, 15% of 

the total goes to the school. It just takes a little thinking ahead. Thank you WPG for your 

wonderful support. We will do the same for you! 

 Have a wonderful Memorial Day weekend! See you in Boyd during Ringelspeil Days! 

  

  


