
 
 

Pastor’s Journal…                          

Fr. William P. Felix 

 
04 July 2021 + Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its 
foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and 
Happiness." (Preamble to the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776) 

 

 As we celebrate the 4th of July and commemoration of the Declaration of 

Independence, it is good for us to recall the words of its preamble. The founding fathers of 

our country responded to an oppressive British government that denied basic human 

rights not established by man, but by the Creator. Our founding fathers recognized 

something very important, that the dignity of life and the human person is not something 

that man bestows, but God himself: life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  

 It is also important to realize that in drafting the Declaration of Independence, 

they did not make reference to social or political ideology; rather, they simply stated that 

these truths are "self-evident." In other words, they are written on every human heart by 

our Creator. Such truths are deeply rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and essential truths 

of our Christian life. It saddens me greatly, and I know many of you, that we are in the 

situation we are in today. We seem to have forgotten the simple truths of Jesus Christ that 

are the answer to our division and hatred today. Every human person is a child of God. 

We are to love one another as God loves us. "Do unto others what you would have them do 

unto you!" Life is a precious gift from God that should be protected at every stage and in 

every circumstance. Respect, honor, and kindness toward one another are the demands of 

our very being. Aren't these truths all "self-evident?" 

 Anyone who holds the belief that some people are better than others, that some lives 

are more important than others, not only betray the truth of God, but betray the truth of 

their own existence. If there was ever a more important reason to be a committed 

Christian today, it is to live the truth in love. It seems that every human ideology today 

forces one to hate the other. It reminds me of children who have to live in a dysfunctional 

family, where parents are at each other's throat and children are forced to take sides. It 

is only a matter of time before relationships are shattered and the home crumbles.  

 My dear people, we need not only pray for our nation, but we need to evangelize it 

with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the end, St. Paul says, only three things last: faith, hope, 

and love, and the greatest of these is love. To love our nation and the people in it does not 

mean that we settle for the injustices that exist. No, it means that we believe that with 

God's grace, faith, hope, and love will lead us to resolve injustices and become who God 

created us to be. If we do not believe that, then we are doomed for destruction. As a faith 

community, we must be rooted in Christ, and stand together in unity and love. A 

Christian must be defined by faith, hope, and love and the belief that as the body has 

many members, so too, it is but one body and one spirit, united in love. May we be a light 

to the nations as the United States of America, and not a pitiful example of a hope that 

has been lost. 

 "America the beautiful, God shed thy grace on thee; and crown thy good in 

brotherhood from sea to shining sea!" 

  

  

  

  

 


