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 I hope you all had a safe and enjoyable 4th of July weekend. I was able to enjoy the 

beautiful fireworks at the Hillside Bar from my deck in the backyard of the rectory. I was 

totally impressed by the display. It was a perfect night, even though we had some 

sweltering heat! 

 If you are looking for another enjoyable event this summer I invite you to the Heyde 

Center for the Arts in Chippewa Falls for the musical, The Sound of Music! Performances 

will be from Thursday, July 15 through Sunday, July 18. I say this every year (except last 

year when all was cancelled), but the cast this year is incredible. If you have seen the 

movie you know it is about the von Trapp family. Maria, who is a postulant in an abbey in 

Salzburg, is sent to be a governess of the von Trapp children. She encounters five children 

of the Captain von Trapp who has gone through governesses like peanuts at a cocktail 

party. Maria not only wins the five von Trapp children over, but the Captain as well. 

 The second plot of the show is very appropriate for our day. The Nazi fascist party is 

infiltrating Austria. Many are giving way to their ideology. Captain von Trapp remains 

steadfast in his loyalty to Austria to the point of leaving with his family after being forced 

into the imperial navy of the Third Reich of Germany. The show reminds us of the 

ideological battles of history, the evil powers at work, and the courage to remain 

steadfast to the nobility of God and country.  

 The ones who steal the show are the children. It is one thing to see professional 

actors on screen doing this show, but it is another to see such local talent. Of the children, 

the youngest, Gretel, will steal your heart. She is such a natural on stage and never breaks 

her character. She is just incredible. I play a somewhat minor part, Franz the butler. 

Unfortunately, I am one of the characters who sympathizes with the Nazi movement. Oh 

well, that's acting! Hope to see you there. Contact the Heyde Center for the Arts for tickets.  

 Blessings and best wishes, 

 

  

  

 


