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Catholic Schools Week Begins 

 This Sunday begins the weeklong celebration of Catholic Schools Week throughout 

our country. There is a particular reason to celebrate this year. You might remember that 

back in October, the National Assessment of Educational Programs (NAEP) released what 

is called the Nation's Report Card on the state of schools in the USA. Many news outlets 

reported the incredible decline in both test scores and basic academic skills throughout 

our nation, especially following the lock-down of schools during the pandemic, a drop 

that is expected to take years to recover from, if at all with some age groups. There was, 

however, one exception, and that was our Catholic schools who out-tested both public and 

charter schools by as high as 15 points above the national scores of other schools.  For 

more information you can go to www.nationsreportcard.gov. 

 In addition to the "good report card" Catholic schools received, parents are finding 

shelter from the kind of social indoctrination that it growing in public education. One 

former public school teacher who is Catholic, and left his public school job to teach in a 

Catholic school, said he couldn't take the tension and conflict anymore. Teaching 

unfounded social doctrine was more and more expected, and he could no longer stand 

the division it was causing among staff, students, and parents. He began to hate going to 

work every day. This seems to be one of the reasons Catholic schools are seeing a rise in 

enrollment throughout our country.  

 On Wednesday of this week Bishop Callahan will, once again, be at McDonell High 

School to celebrate Mass at 9:30am with all of the schools in our Chippewa Falls Deanery. 

This Mass is open to anyone who wants to attend. I look forward to it every year because it 

shows the strength and unity in our local area for Catholic education. I stress that as an 

affiliate of McDonell Area Catholic Schools (MACS), we are able to offer a pre through 

high school Catholic education for our families. Yes, there are transportation challenges, 

but nothing insurmountable. This year I am going to gather all of our students from All 

Saints Parish together after the Mass for a picture. I want you to see the good number of 

students we have in our Catholic schools from All Saints Parish. I think you will be 

pleasantly surprised.  

 Finally, I want to thank Russ Jensen and our staff at St. Joseph School in Boyd for 

their dedication and hard work to maintain a solid parish Catholic school for our 

families. Our school raffle begins this Sunday! Please be generous in purchasing your 

tickets as it is one of the major fundraisers for the support and continuation of St. Joseph 

School. If you are looking for a school that goes beyond the national school standards, 

and a shelter from the social indoctrination of our times, consider enrolling your 

children in St. Joseph and MACS Catholic schools! 

 Blessings and best wishes,  

  

 

  

  

 


