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 In my homily on Ash Wednesday, I made reference to a documentary I saw recently 

on World War II presented by several respected historians. They discussed the factors which 

gave rise to the entrance of the United States of American into the war. Here are a few 

bullet points from my notes: 

 The view of the conflict changed from being political and territorial to spiritual. 

Reports of the diabolical nature of Hitler and the Nazi regime began to be known. 

 The sending of troops by the thousands to western Europe was no longer to protect 

and preserve nations and cities, but to liberate them from the diabolical force 

destroying the hearts and souls of people, many who were from their former 

homeland through immigration. The battle was clearly one of confronting evil. 

 Young men by the thousands went to the western front, while those at home did all 

they could to support the war effort – rationing, converting factories into weapons 

suppliers, sending care packages to troops, and daily prayers for the success of the 

war effort and the protection of soldiers. 

 German immigrants to the USA worked and prayed for the conversion of those 

fellow Germans who fell prey to the diabolical ideology of Hitler and his Nazi 

movement. 

 The success of the war came not only through military strength, but a resolve to 

defeat the evil and diabolical forces at work. 

I view Lent, in many ways, in this same light. Underneath our political and social 

upheaval today is a real battle to save souls from a diabolical force that may be even 

worse than that of Hitler. Like many Germans who were somehow deceived into 

thinking that what was happening in their time was good, we too see similar signs in 

our day. Genocide, fratricide, genetic experimentation and engineering, and the 

extermination of the weak, were all later looked upon by ordinary moral people as 

diabolical and evil. Much of what we are allowing today is from the same Hitler 

playbook!  

What struck me most was the conclusion of the historians about how World War II 

was won. They agreed that it was the restoration of Christendom in western Europe 

that became so divided since the time of the Reformation and the splintering of the 

Christian Church. Christians not only banded together to confront the evil and end its 

destruction, but restored the life of faith, rebuilt the society, and rescued those of the 

Jewish faith who suffered the greatest from this evil, even to providing shelter and 

protection in their own lands. Is not the restoration of Christendom the call in our 

time?  

It is my intention, as we begin our time of Lenten retreat, to reflect upon our call as 

a parish to restore Christian life and to liberate souls from the grip of the diabolical 

forces facing us, especially our young people. I ask you to give yourselves to the “war 

effort” through your Lenten practices. Rebuild a life of prayer in your homes. Make 

them sanctuaries of faith, hope, and love. Protect them from the diabolical forces that 

want to destroy them. Draw upon the spiritual power and graces given to us by Jesus 

Christ through the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass (daily if possible), the sacrament of 

confession and reconciliation, Lenten prayers and devotions.  

If you are not able to utilize what we offer in the parish, I encourage you to use our 

parish formation platform on the internet – FORMED – as a wonderful resource for your 

 



own personal and family time. If you are not connected, go to FORMED.ORG, enter our 

zip code 54768, and then select All Saints Parish. There you will find Lenten programs 

and resources such as RESTORE, RETURN, FEARLESS, FORGIVEN, Living Lent as a Family. 

There is also Lenten devotions such as the Stations of the Cross, the Divine Mercy 

Chaplet, the Rosary, daily scripture readings and meditations. There are wonderful 

programs for children such as Lent with Brother Francis and other movies for children. 

Have a family movie night or Sunday afternoon.  

I especially want our married couples to draw attention to a Virtual Lenten 

Marriage Retreat on the FORMED.ORG platform entitled BELOVED. It is a six-week 

retreat directed by our parish family life apostolate. Each week they will post the video 

name, reflection questions and biblical verses in the bulletin for you to watch and 

discuss in the privacy and comfort of your own home. Find the information for the first 

session in this week’s bulletin. 

Blessings and best wishes for a fruitful and grace-filled Lent! 
 

  

  


