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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

     As you know, this past week we celebrated Catholic Schools Week.  Our school 

children were treated to field trips and other special events, all with the purpose of 

celebrating the gift of their Catholic education.  The highlight of course, was the 

annual Mass with Bishop Callahan in the McDonnell High School gymnasium, with 

our clergy and the chairs and bleachers filled with our deanery school children.  

Father and I were privileged to be there, and I would say the atmosphere was 

almost electric.  After Mass a group picture was taken, with all of our students we 

could collect, and that is the picture that you saw in last week’s bulletin.  Earlier 

this past week, while visiting with our children in their classrooms, I asked them 

what their favorite part of Catholic Schools Week was.  Although we all agreed 

that the major event of the week was the Mass with the Bishop, one of our 

youngest scholars blurted out “the candy!”  Well, as they say, out of the mouths of 

babes.  There is no duplicity in our children and they are indeed a great treasure to 

us all.   

     We are almost halfway through the month of February now.  It is hard to 

believe it is less than two weeks from Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent.  The 

word Lent comes from an old English word meaning, springtime, or beginning.  I 

guess you could say that at least this year, with an early start to Lent, it is the first 

harbinger of spring.  But Lent is a great gift to help us recharge and renew, and 

thus to more fully enter into the celebration of Easter, and our ultimate hope in 

the resurrection.  It is time now, to consider the myriad of ways to make your 

Lenten observance richer and more meaningful.  I think back to when as a child, 

Lent included extra family devotions, the fasting and abstinence observances, and 

evening Stations of the Cross.   More on this next week.  Please keep Father in your 

prayers, as he takes a well-deserved short break to help prepare himself for Lent.  

He’ll be back later this week!                                                                                                                                           

In Christ,                                                                                                                       

Deacon Ned   


