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 In my continued Lenten reflections on the book, From Christendom to Apostolic 

Mission, Msgr. Shea makes an important point about the challenge faithful Christians 

face with the end of Christendom in our current age. He talks about who controls “the 

narrative.” I think all of us have heard that phrase used many times when listening to 

talk or news shows. Msgr. Shea explains that a narrative is an assumed vision, whether in 

an individual or in a society as a whole, when a given proposition or way of acting is 

immediately either affirmed or ruled out without serious argument, even if it is not self-

evident or viewed as true by others. What is most important about the accepted narrative 

is who controls it.  

When orthodox Christianity controlled the narrative, the acceptance of such 

actions such as abortion, same-sex marriage, and gender realignment were moral 

aberrations. Since social deconstructionists have grabbed hold of the “new narrative” by 

effectively silencing traditional Christian views, all of these same moral issues are now the 

“new norm.” The “new narrative” has been embraced by a majority of educators, 

scientists, psychologists, and social media. Religious faith used to be the defining 

foundation as to who we are, who God is, what his purposes toward us are, how we have 

gotten to our current state, what is coming in the future, and therefore, how we should 

live. Christian culture, Msgr. Shea states, is no longer the ruling narrative.  

The big question is this, which narrative is true? If you are a faithful Christian, you 

believe that God’s word is truth. Is it possible that an entire generation could be building 

their lives on a false narrative, a lie? Absolutely! History is replete with whole societies led 

down a dark path by very influential ideological leaders, and over the cliff of 

destruction. How do we know we are not in one of those times? I believe it is naive to think 

that our Christian narrative will prevail anytime soon. The challenge for the Christian 

today is to return to the fundamental truths of Jesus Christ who told his followers, “I am 

the way, the truth, and the life.” Can we who believe in Jesus Christ, who is both Lord and 

Savior, have the faith of the early followers of Jesus who heard his voice for the first time?  

We have to be willing to see “false doctrine” for what it is, to reject it, and commit 

ourselves to be intentional disciples of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is not only enough for 

each of us to do this, but as households of faith, to intentionally form our families in the 

way, the truth, and the life of Jesus Christ. We must look carefully at where the source of 

the false narrative is coming from, and turn to the sources of truth. Media has a huge 

part to play in this. However, media can be used to have a great effect on seeking the 

truth as well. We must believe in the power of faith and the rock foundation of truth, lest 

we build our houses on sand. The most powerful words for me in the Sacred Scriptures are: 

“The days are coming, says the Lord….” These are never happy words, because they speak of 

the consequences of man’s rejection of God, and are consequences brought on by man 

himself.  

The strength of our parish family is of vital importance. We must be a place of 

stability and faith in support of each other. This is my prayer this Lent. We must preserve 

the Christian culture as a tiny seed, allowing Christ to help it grow. 

Blessings and best wishes, 

 

 

  

  

 


