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 As time passes, the memories of a church that was literally shut down during the 

height of the covid-19 pandemic is gradually slipping away. The weeks where Deacon 

Willkom and I walked into our churches to celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass with a 

maximum of ten people present, all masked up, and sanitizer bottles scattered everywhere, 

seems like a dream. Every time we begin a new Lenten season and approach Holy Week 

and Easter, memories come back to me. This was the season where the fiercest battle was 

fought to provide our Lord in the Holy Eucharist to as many parishioners as possible; our 

only effective tool of communication being our radio broadcast of the Mass. We celebrated 

the Easter Triduum nearly alone, with the bare minimum of ministers, but with a plan to 

have “drive-by” distribution of Holy Communion at the entrance of the church, and offer 

people a small bottle of the newly blessed Easter water to bless their homes and families.  

 To our dismay, we had to battle both state and local officials to do this, with little 

sympathy or understanding. For them, listening to Mass on the radio or watching it on 

the television or internet was sufficient. There was little acknowledgement that the 

Catholic Church remained a “sacramental Church,” and that people needed to be present  

physically to receive the sacraments of Christ through the actions of the Church’s 

ministers. You could not be baptized, sacramentally forgiven of sins, or receive our Lord – 

body, blood, soul, and divinity – in the Holy Eucharist virtually. It became very clear to 

me what the great distinction is between the Catholic Church and nearly all other 

Christian churches. A virtual church seemed suffice for all other Christian churches, but 

absolutely not for the Catholic Church.  

 Perhaps the most vivid memory of mine is being prohibited from entering 

healthcare facilities to anoint and give Viaticuum (last Holy Communion) to our dying 

parishioners. I recall the looks on their faces through a window or a door as we tried to 

visit them. They called out for Jesus to come to them in his sacramental presence but his 

ministers were denied entrance. I know some of you remember this from your own 

experience of loved ones in lockdown. I will tell you that this battle invigorated my own 

priesthood for I knew how important my sacramental ministry was, and the risks I was 

willing to take to bring them Jesus Christ in his sacramental presence. When we needed 

Christ at our side the most, every roadblock was put up to stand in his way. I would often 

tell families with dying members to try to get them home where I could freely enter and 

give them the sacraments.  

 One of the reasons the Catholic Church in the United States has established a 

national Eucharistic revival this year is to revive within each of us an essential truth 

about not only the Holy Eucharist, but the REAL PRESENCE of Jesus Christ in all of the 

sacraments he has given us, to fulfill his promise to be with us always, until the end of 

time. This will be my focus during Holy Week and Easter. Our parish plan is to have a 

special emphasis on the national Eucharistic Revival the Sundays of Easter leading up to 

the great feast of Corpus Christi – the Body and Blood of Christ. We will have a special 

hour of Eucharistic exposition, adoration, and benediction each of the Thursdays before 

Corpus Christi, with a special program from the Augustine Institute entitled PRESENCE. 

This program will be accessible through our FORMED platform as well.  

 Blessings for a fruitful Lent, 

  

  

 


